The Scientific Connection and Intercommunication between the University of Sciences and Asia.    

              (Summary)

The quality of any university is not primarily due to the objective, material circumstances, but to the subjective conditions, primarily the quality of its professors and other lecturers. It is universally known threefold function of education, scientific research and the publication of results, did not develop at all times in an organic manner. 

At the time of the foundation of the university, Latin was an all-embracing one in all three areas. Later, in the new age, in our country the German was the second language, while in our days the English language has almost an unbreakable role in  scientific relationships. 

So it was in our university's life, which would later in my paper to be restricted to our Geoographical Institute.

The first great scientific individual, whose research filed-work has been recognized internationally as well, it was Gyula Prinz. He  visited first time Inner Asia in 1906 and studied moreover mapped the lines of Tian Shan, and  solved several unresolved geomorphological problems. For the second time he returned in 1909 and now over again continued his researches in Tian Shan, in addition the western part of the Tarim Basin and the Pamir area, as well as the complete mapping of these regions formed his scientific interest. 

In the world of science not only his outstanding personal relationships (F. Richthofen, E. Suess) were useful and important, but his results were published in Hungarian and German (e.g. 1909: Vienna). He spent Pecs 13 years (1923-1940), and not just the head of the geography department but the dean of the faculty and even the rector of the university. Personally, he was perhaps the last great polyhistoric one who produced permanent values almost in all fields of geography.

Decades later, some significant events occurred in the forming of Asian relations, so organizing and founding the Asia Center (1999), afterwards  the launch of the Eastern Library (2000) and other thematic publications such as Asia's Political Geography (2005). Some other professional and public conferences also are targeted the presenting and strengthening of Hungarian and Asian ties.

Several lecturers of the Geographic Institute participated in Asian study trips (Norbert Pap : Japan,Turkey ; Dénes Lóczy: China; Zoltán Hajdú: India; László Bárdi: China, Mongolia, India;  Zoltán Wilhelm: China, Mongolia, India;  Zagyi Nándor: India) and their experiences published in a lot of books, studies, usually in differentl languages (Hungarian, English, Chinese). Of all the geographic scientistis who have already died, are worth mentioning in any case József Tóth rector emeritus.

Scientific observations had a special national value throughout educational lectures, papers even documentary tv-film series.i

Our professors were invited several times to teach at universities in Asian countries (Norbert Pap : Japan; László Bárdi: China; Zoltán Wilhelm: India) and also they often participated as invited lecturers at international conferences. Thus they research-work directly become a part of the acknowledged performance of international science.

It was complemented sometimes as their contributions in some national scientific organizations and professional journals of the above mentioned countries, afterwards the same activity In editorial offices and working in professional committees of Asian national television channels. 

The professional results of some lecturers of the Geographical Institute of University of Pécs were accepted not only by the respective

countries but an international scale too (such as researching along the ancient Silk Road ; the first full scale sailing of the Great Channel --after two and a half millennia; the discovery of China's 57th national minority).

As an important result of related teaching-educational work, many students of Geographical Institution of Pécs have been participated Far-Eastern travels and visited different Asian countries (Iran, Indonesia, Philippines, etc.). We do hope they are the real promise of our scientific future.

